This article examines how housewives in a rural village of West Java use information technology to get information on medicinal plants. Medicinal plants are one of the resources that have existed since ancient times, used by our ancestors to overcome health problems by using various kinds of plants. In family life, the housewives have a position to be responsible with health problems of the family, preventively and curatively. One way is by utilizing family medicinal plants. Today, however, information about medicinal herbs is very rare. This paper argues that the knowledge should be developed and disseminated in the community, especially for the housewives. By using a descriptive research and a quantitative survey this study found out that the housewives have mainly accessed radio and television channels to get information on medicinal herbal plants, and not from the internet, because the latter is considered as expensive.
Introduction
Medicinal plants are one of important components of human life, owing to its various kinds of benefits, whether as a nutritious source or as a medical reason. Even though the real efficacy of such plants has not been scientifically proven, but as an alternative to cure certain diseases, these plants have been used for generations through the study of traditional medicine and indigenous knowledge on the healing process [1] .
However, in line with the development of medicinal knowledge which has ability to produce many types of drugs, the public's confidence in the value of herbal medicine is declining. One of the factors that led to the loss of public confidence in the efficacy of traditional medicines is a breakdown of knowledge about traditional medicines owned by the ancestors of Indonesian people. Indeed, the curative effects of modern medicine are noticeably faster when compared to the efficacy of herbal medicines.
Nevertheless, traditional medicinal plants or herbs, which have very little side effects, are not as widely used by the people who rely more on modern medicine despite the side effects [9] .
The loss of indigenous knowledge on the management of natural resources (read: would be minimized and for those who were sick they could be quickly cured [10] .
Therefore, conservation of plants and knowledge of medicinal plants needed to be preserved [15] .
In the life of the village itself, knowledge of medicinal plants has already become a tradition. In one village in Garut district, West Java, knowledge of medicinal plants has been going on for generations by oral communication method. Knowledge of family medicine in this village is well grounded because there was a physician, the late H.
Sudirja, who prescribed medicinal herbs to his patients. At that time a lot of people, even from abroad, visited the clinic. Now, the clinic is continued by his son, Enang.
Ideally, all information about these familial medicinal plants is open to everyone. Therefore, information, either in printed form or in electronic form, is needed and information also needs to be managed properly. Management of knowledge about medicinal plants can be managed structurally by the village council, in this regard by the village PKK (Family Welfare Empowerment) or community institutions so that whenever people need information about medicinal plants it will readily available.
Housewives or mothers are very important figures in rural households to participate in the conservation of the traditional knowledge of medicinal plants. This research is conductedto find out how the mothers of rural areas access information on family medicinal plantsso that they could be involved in both the cultivation of medicinal plants outside their homes, or even be involved in the preparation andusage of the medicinal plants. DOI In this study, the determination of the number of informants was based on purposive sampling referring to the criteria established by the authors. The data collection techniques used included: questionnaire, interview, and document analysis. Furthermore, the data analysis stage was done by observation and field notes.
Method

Findings and Discussion
Based on the pre-survey on 15 Accessibility is the users (respondents)' information activity in getting information through the procedures and mechanisms established. Indicators of accessibility to information that were observed in this study are source of information, the type of information, the frequency of the search, how to search, subject search, time search, and the number of hours of searches in each visit.
The figure above shows that the most widely used source of information is the nonformal resources (74.00%). This is due to the source of the information obtained by 
Conclusion
The result of this research leads to a conclusion that the housewives at a village of West Java mainly access information about medicinal plants from radio and television.
The other media such as internet was still considered as expensive medium, so that the information they got was not explorative. The housewives are capable of understanding the efficacy of medicinal plants, although development of their knowledge about medicinal plants is hampered by their lack of access to information technology due to the costs incurred and technical skills involved in accessing the internet.
